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Local
WHITE HOT CHRISTMAS: Shopping at Orchard Road got a little
hotter despite a drizzle last night after a Christmas tree near Ngee Ann
City caught fire. Firefighters managed to control the blaze within five
minutes. The cause of the fire is being investigated.

Productivity, innovation key
in volatile new world: PM

News
watch
Gan Kim Yong to lead team
that will spot new candidates
HEALTH Minister Gan Kim Yong will
head the team that is overseeing the
process of identifying potential People’s Action Party candidates for the
next general election.
Mr Gan, who is the party’s first
organising secretary, will take over the duties from
Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen, reported Channel News
Asia.
He will be assisted by Education Minister Heng
Swee Keat, who was appointed to the PAP’s Central
Executive Committee earlier this month.
On Sunday, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, who is
also the PAP’s secretary-general, said the party needs to
identify and deploy potential candidates earlier.

Library’s memory project
launches picture archive
IT MAY have gathered more than
220,000 entries about Singapore’s
history from the public, but the
Singapore Memory Project of the
National Library Board (NLB) is
still far from reaching its target of
five million contributions by 2015.
To help it reach its target, the NLB launched an
online picture archive yesterday to complement the
project.
Called PictureSG, it will collect artworks or photographs charting Singapore’s development.
The project will archive and make available the
memories of individuals or groups of people about
the country’s past.

More mosquito breeding
sites found in homes
THE number of mosquito breeding
sites in homes here has gone up by
14 per cent over the past two months,
compared with the period between
July and September.
Officers from the National Environment Agency (NEA) did 40,987 home visits in non-dengue clusters like Bedok, Bukit Batok and Tampines in
under one month.
About 368 homes were breeding mosquitoes.
No enforcement action was taken, but residents
were issued advisories, reported Channel NewsAsia.
NEA said the number of mosquito breeding sites
found is still a concern, though the peak period for
dengue transmission is from April to October.
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Lee Kuan Yew’s ‘most important book’ out

$100 m fund set up to
promote bilingualism
F
ORMER prime minister Lee Kuan Yew has set
up a fund with a target of $100 million to
spearhead initiatives to teach young children
their mother tongue from their pre-school years.
It will be called the Lee Kuan Yew Fund for
Bilingualism and will administered by the Ministry
of Education.
Mr Lee said: “However difficult to learn the
mother tongue, especially Chinese (together with)
English, if children start early enough, from Kindergarten 1 or even nursery, by Primary six, they will be
bilingual, with a strong foundation in the mother
tongue for life.”
He will kick start the fund with a personal donation of $10 million, with another $2 million coming
from the sale of signed copies of a book he launched
yesterday.
Among those donating to the fund are property
tycoon Philip Ng, who has pledged $5 million and
hotelier Ong Beng Seng, who has pledged $2 million.

The book, titled My Lifelong Challenge: Singapore’s Bilingual Journey, is also available in Chinese.
It documents Mr Lee’s struggle, spanning half a
century, to transform Singapore from a former British colony where many languages and dialects were
spoken, into a united nation where everyone could
speak both English and his or her mother tongue.
At the launch event at the Singapore Conference
Hall, Mr Lee called it “my most important book”.
In addition to discussing the thinking behind
bilingual policy in Singapore over the years, Mr Lee
also addresses such issues as the decline of Nanyang University and why he later started Special
Assistance Plan schools.
It also describes his personal discovery of how
important learning Mandarin was to his identity as
an ethnic Chinese.
You can buy copies of the book at www.stpressbooks.com.sg
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PRIME Minister Lee Hsien Loong
(right) has stressed the importance
of greater productivity and innovation as Singapore adjusts to a new
global environment.
While the economic centre of
gravity is shifting to Asia, he said
Asian economies are not immune
to troubles in the West. And he
warned of more volatility in Asian
financial markets as they mature.
In a speech marking the 40th
anniversary of the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS), he highlighted four challenges that it faces.
These are maintaining price stability in a more
volatile global environment, safeguarding the real
value of Singapore’s official foreign reserves in a
more risky investment climate, ensuring the safety,
soundness, and efficiency of the financial system in
an increasingly interconnected world and strengthening our competitiveness as a financial centre.
He said MAS has done well so far.
Though inflation has gone up in recent years
because of external factors such as the prices of
energy and commodities, it has averaged only 1.6

per cent over the past 10 years.
The official foreign reserves have
gone up by more than 50 times in
real terms, from about US$1.4 billion
in 1971 to more than US$200 billion
today. The reserves allow the central
bank to stabilise the Singapore dollar
and provide the means to ride out
economic crises.
He said MAS has ensured the safety and stability of our financial sector. And it has developed Singapore
as an international financial centre.
The financial sector is now 12 per
cent of Singapore’s gross domestic
product, more than double its contribution 40 years
ago.
Mr Lee said the effects of the financial crisis
triggered by the collapse of investment bank Lehman Brothers in 2008 are still being felt.
And Europe, in particular, has yet to resolve its
debt problems and imbalances.
“Although the advanced economies remain big
markets and world leaders in technology and innovation, their economic growth will likely slow
amidst fiscal consolidation and de-leveraging even
without any mishaps in the next year or two.”

Circle Line extension to
Marina Bay to open in Jan

Two new flyovers linked to
CTE to open in December

Wheelchair-accessible buses
on five more routes

THE Circle Line’s 2.4km extension
with two stations – Bayfront and Marina Bay – will open on Jan 14.
Transport Minister Lui Tuck Yew
announced this at the groundbreaking ceremony for the Downtown Line
Stage 3 yesterday.
This stage of the Downtown Line, with 16 stations,
will connect residents in the east to the central business
district and the Marina Bay area.
It is scheduled to open in 2017 and will run through
areas like Bedok North and Ubi.
Mr Lui also announced that more train trips will be
added during the evening peak hours using the new
platform at Jurong East station.

TWO new flyovers connecting traffic
between the Central Expressway
(CTE) and the Pan-Island Expressway
(PIE) will open next month.
The south-bound CTE flyover will
be open from 3am on Dec 3.
And the northbound flyover will be open from 6am
on Dec 17.
This will mark the completion of a CTE-widening
project started in 2008 to expand the expressway to four
lanes in both directions between Bukit Timah Road and
the Seletar Expressway.
The flyovers are expected to improve traffic conditions on the CTE and cut travelling time to the city by
up to 15 per cent.

PEOPLE in wheelchairs will soon find
it easier to travel around on five new
SMRT bus routes.
In conjunction with International
Day of Persons with Disabilities on
Dec 3, SMRT will introduce trunk and
feeder wheelchair-accessible bus services on five bus
routes: 61, 855, 920, 922 and 950.
This brings its total of such services to 13.
SMRT said the services connect passengers-in-wheelchairs to MRT and LRT stations and also
to medical facilities.
SMRT has 184 wheelchair-accessible buses, which is
about 18 per cent of the bus fleet. It will add another 50
such buses by the end of this year.

Congratulations!
Emily Pak W F
SXXXX229F
For winning $48,000 worth of groceries at
Jurong Point from the Jurong Point Mega Draw.
(1 March - 31st October 2011)
Prize winner would be notified by phone/mail.

