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CLUTTERED: A taxi – which had its dashboard and parts of
the windscreen plastered with picture cut-outs – was taken
back by SMRT after the company received a complaint that
the decorations blocked the cabby’s view. Cabby Chen
Weiming (right) kicked up a six-hour fuss with SMRT over
the matter on Wednesday, reported Shin Min Daily News.

Indonesian girl who travelled
to S’pore dies of avian flu
THE Ministry of Health (MOH) has
been informed of a case of avian
influenza A (H5N1) in an eight
year-old Indonesian girl who had
travelled to Singapore.
The girl developed a fever on
June 18 and and died on Tuesday.
MOH said human cases of H5N1 have been
reported in a number of countries, including Indonesia, from time to time since 2004.
To date, the efficient spread of H5N1 from person to person has not been reported. There have
been no local cases of H5N1 notified to MOH.
As a precautionary measure, MOH has alerted
hospitals to this case and has commenced contact
tracing in Singapore.

Parliament to discuss City
Harvest case, COI report
A QUESTION touching on the City
Harvest Church saga has been tabled
for the next Parliament sitting on
Monday, along with others on voters,
transport, education, health and manpower issues.
Nominated Member of Parliament Laurence Lien is
asking the Minister for Community Development,
Youth and Sports why the Commissioner of Charities’
governance review of the church in 2008 had not uncovered the lack of compliance with regulations.
Also likely to be closely watched is the Government’s
response to the report of the Committee of Inquiry
(COI) on the MRT breakdowns last year, to be delivered
by Transport Minister Lui Tuck Yew.

Fund calls for proposals to
improve bilingual learning
THE Lee Kuan Yew Fund for Bilingualism is calling for proposals to improve
bilingual learning from young.
The goal is to surface proposals
that have high potential of outreach
and impact on the community, said
the Fund’s vice-chairman, Ms Sim Ann, yesterday.
“When it comes to language learning, we would like
all hands on deck,” said Ms Sim, who is also Senior
Parliamentary Secretary for Education and Law.
The proposals will be evaluated on five criteria –
relevance, impact, scalability, sustainability and standing of the applicant.
More information, including the application form,
can be found on www.bilingualism.sg
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CASINO LAWS TO BE AMENDED

More steps to protect
problem gamblers
T

HE Government intends to tighten
the laws governing casinos here.
This is to guard against potential social ills while ensuring that the integrated
resorts (IRs) remain attractive tourist destinations.
Among new provisions to be introduced is one that will give the National
Council on Problem Gambling the power
to limit the number of times a financially
vulnerable patron can visit a casino.
The aim is to have them curb their gambling behaviour before they become financially distressed.
In a comprehensive public consultation paper, the Government explained that as an extension of the existing casino
exclusion measures, families and individuals will also be empowered to apply for a visit limit.
The council will also be given additional powers to deal
with problem gamblers.
Another amendment could see the casino operators being
slapped with penalties of up to 10 per cent of their total gross
gaming revenue, instead of the current maximum of $1 million, should they be censured by the Casino Regulatory Authority.
There are also amendments that address casino crimes,
casino operations and the sustainability of the integrated

resorts as full-fledged tourism destinations,
not just casinos with frills.
The two integrated resorts here have
been operating their casinos for more than
two years.
Resorts World Sentosa opened in early
2010 and Marina Bay Sands opened a few
months later.
Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office
S. Iswaran, who is also Second Minister for
Home Affairs and Second Minister for
Trade and Industry, said yesterday that
the amendments had come after a comprehensive review and were aimed at enhancing the current
legislation.
“The primary intent we have on the advent of the IRs in
Singapore is to ensure that we have a sustained economic
benefit to Singapore...We want to make sure that going forward, we have a systematic process to ensure that continues
to be the case,” he said.
The Government is asking for comments and feedback on
its proposed amendments. Public consultation will start on
Monday, July 9 and end on Aug 6.
Members of the public can access the public consultation
document and the draft bill at the Reach portal.
Feedback
can
be
submitted
to
mha_cca_consultation@mha.gov.sg
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Yale-NUS
set to be
different
YALE-NUS, Singapore’s first residential liberal arts
college, held its groundbreaking ceremony at the
National University of Singapore yesterday.
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, who officiated
at the ceremony, said in his speech that the government has expanded and diversified the university
sector and will continue to do so.
“Not by doing more of the same, but by diversifying the tertiary landscape,” he said.
Mr Lee said the government is fully committed
to the college’s success and is glad that Yale has also
given strong backing to the project.
Classes for the first batch of Yale-NUS students
will begin in August next year.
Mr Lee said that Yale-NUS takes the best of US
liberal arts education from Yale while adding the
distinctive global and Asian strengths of NUS.
These would create an experience more relevant to students from Singapore and elsewhere in
Asia, he said.
Yale-NUS College president Pericles Lewis, who
spoke at the event, said the college would kick-start
the growth of liberal arts and science education in
Asia.
It is designed to combine academic, intellectual,
social, athletic and artistic life.
Professor Lewis, who will live on campus with
his family, looks forward to extending interaction
beyond the classroom to create a unified cohesive,
Yale-NUS culture.
The College will operate at the NUS University
Town before its own new campus officially opens
in 2015.

S’pore & China strengthen
banking sector cooperation
SINGAPORE and China yesterday
agreed to enhance banking services
cooperation under the existing China-Singapore Free Trade Agreement.
As part of a pact signed at the apex
bilateral meeting yesterday, China
agreed to let one of its banks become a clearing bank
for the yuan in Singapore.
The clearing bank will come from one of two Chinese banks to be granted the qualifying full bank privileges in Singapore.
In return, applications from selected Singapore
banks to set up branches in China will be “expeditiously” processed by the Chinese government.

New group CEO
for Tiger Airways
BUDGET carrier Tiger Airways has
found a new chief – a man with no
airline experience.
Mr Koay Peng Yen, who has a primarily shipping background, will assume his role as group chief executive
officer (CEO) with effect from Aug 10, the airline said in
an announcement to the Singapore Exchange yesterday.
His appointment paves the way for the existing
CEO, Mr Chin Yau Seng, to return to Singapore Airlines.
Mr Koay was previously executive director of Pacific
Carriers Limited and PaxOcean Engineering Group. He
also spent 18 years with the NOL Group.
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