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ST must never lose its ‘special DNA’
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times,” he said.
“But with the industry undergoing as
radical a transformation as it is today
with the Internet and mobile revolution,
it has been quite a ride.”
He paid tribute to the newsroom, especially the editors and journalists he has
worked with since joining the paper 22
years ago after leaving the civil service.
“They are passionate about the work
they do and committed to the profession.
Together, we have tried to raise standards at ST and strengthen its position as
Singapore’s leading paper,” he said.
He counted among the memorable moments of his tenure, former National Kidney Foundation chief T.T. Durai’s unsuccessful defamation suit against the newspaper in 2005.
This was over a 2004 article which
mentioned expensive bathroom fittings in
Mr Durai’s office at the charity’s headquarters.
Mr Durai threw in the towel during the
court case, which revealed his extravagant pay and perks, and raised issues over
transparency and accountability at the
charity.
Mr Han said: “When we won that
case, I received more e-mail from our
readers cheering us than in all my years

at ST. It was very satisfying, knowing that so
many readers believed
in what we were doing.”
He also pointed to
numerous
awards
journalists at the
newspaper have won
in various international competitions.

Mr Han described his years editing The Straits
Times as the most fulfilling of his life, both
personally and professionally. Prior to
taking the top job in 2002, he was
political editor for seven years.
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On Monday, Mr Han received a
personal e-mail from Dr Lee Boon
Yang, SPH director and chairman-designate, thanking him for
his years as editor.
“All newspapers here and
abroad are facing declining readership owing to changes in media consumption habits, especially among the young,” Dr Lee
said.
“The Straits Times has
done better than many
of its counterparts
overseas in retaining its readership. You have
done very well
during these difficult years.”
Responding
to Dr Lee, Mr
Han said he
was fortunate
to have a wonderful team at
the newspaper, and added: “As long
as we continue to invest
in the newsroom
and
build on this talent, I believe ST
will continue
to do well.”
In his
new role,
Mr Han
will drive
new con-

tent development projects, such as syndicating SPH content and building an EMND content network. He will also oversee
SPH’s book publishing subsidiary, Straits
Times Press, with a special focus on generating more book titles from the work
done by the division’s journalists.
Mr Han went from Raffles Institution
to studying mechanical engineering at the
University of Leeds on a Colombo Plan
scholarship, and has a master’s in public
administration from Harvard University.
He was with the Government’s elite
Administrative Service for nine years before joining The Straits Times as a senior
feature and editorial writer.
He went on to become political editor
for seven years, during which he introduced the weekly Insight section with
in-depth political features and commentary. He assumed the top job at the paper
in 2002.
Mr Han is also the joint author of two
books – Lee Kuan Yew: The Man And His
Ideas (1997) and Lee Kuan Yew: Hard
Truths To Keep Singapore Going (2011).
A keen weekend golfer, he is married
with three adult children – a son, 26, and
daughters aged 22 and 20.
Addressing staff yesterday evening,
Mr Han urged them to preserve and
strengthen what he called “The Straits
Times’ DNA”, which is geared to serving
readers, being true to them and their
needs, and providing balanced stories.
“This is even more important in the
new media landscape, to differentiate ourselves from what is out there,” he said.
“This DNA is special to ST and the result of what we have achieved over 166
years. We have to make sure we never
lose it.”
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STEERING THE PAPER
THROUGH DIFFICULT YEARS
“You ensured that our flagship
upheld its standing as a paper
of record that is timely, trusted
and reliable in presenting the
news. Under your editorship,
the paper remained the leading
news publication despite the
onslaught of online social
media.
All newspapers here and
abroad are facing declining
readership owing to changes in
media consumption habits,
especially among the young.
The Straits Times has done
better than many of its
counterparts overseas in
retaining its readership. You
have done very well during
these difficult years.
Your support of orderly
succession planning will
contribute to our bench strength
in SPH and help us to be better
prepared for the challenges
ahead.
I look forward to working
with you as you transit to a
new position with new duties
and responsibilities. I am
confident that you will continue
to do well.”
Dr Lee Boon Yang, SPH director and
chairman-designate, in a personal
e-mail to outgoing editor Han Fook
Kwang

From SPH’s first scholar to top job
Warren Fernandez will
leave energy firm Shell
to rejoin ST next Feb
BY LEONARD LIM
WARREN Fernandez was a schoolboy
when he wrote to Singapore Press Holdings (SPH) suggesting that it start a scholarship programme.
The media company did, and he became the first recipient of an overseas undergraduate scholarship that took him to
Oxford University and made him a journalist at The Straits Times.
More than two decades on, he was
named yesterday as the next editor of
SPH’s flagship newspaper.
The 45-year-old has spent the last
three years at energy company Shell,
where he is global manager of its Future
Energy Project. He will rejoin the paper
on Feb 6, and take over from current editor Han Fook Kwang on Feb 15.
Mr Fernandez said yesterday he was
persuaded by Mr Patrick Daniel, editor-in-chief of SPH’s English and Malay
Newspapers Division, to return to the paper as part of the company’s leadership
succession plans.
“At the back of my mind was also the
fact that SPH had given me not one, but
two, scholarships, when I needed it,” he
said. “Without these, I simply could not
have got the education I did. So, I felt I
could not just say no.”
Mr Fernandez, who is married with no
children, attended St Joseph’s Institution
and Hwa Chong Junior College before going to Oxford for his first degree.
He graduated with first class honours
in philosophy, politics and economics. He
later obtained a master’s in public administration from Harvard University, also
on an SPH scholarship.
He said he was now looking forward to
returning to The Straits Times and being
once again at the forefront of major issues and news events.
“I have always enjoyed being a journalist, being in the thick of things, engaging
in the debate on the big issues of the day,
shaping the paper that 1.3 million Singaporeans choose to read each day,” he said.
During almost two decades as a journalist, he went from being a reporter to deputy political editor, news editor and for-

Mr Warren
Fernandez, 45,
has spent the
past three years
at energy
company Shell,
where he is
global manager
of its Future
Energy Project.
During almost
two decades as a
journalist, he
went from being
a reporter to
deputy political
editor, news
editor and foreign
editor before
becoming No. 2
as deputy editor.
Catering to the
changing needs
of an increasingly
sophisticated
audience will be
one of The
Straits Times’
biggest
challenges, he
says.
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eign editor, before becoming No. 2 as deputy editor.
He covered major local events such as
general elections and the political handover from former prime minister Lee Kuan
Yew to his successor, Mr Goh Chok
Tong.
Reporting took him around the globe,
from the Great Hall of the People in Beijing to the United Nations’ 50th anniversary celebrations in New York and the
World Economic Forum meeting in Davos, Switzerland.
As he decided more recently whether
to rejoin the paper, it helped to know that
he is no stranger to many there.
“I know the newsroom and the key

players there well, and they know me,”
he said. “I understand its culture and
how things are done. So, I know what I
am getting into. That helped me decide.”
Mr Daniel said yesterday he was delighted to welcome Mr Fernandez back to
the newspaper.
“He has taken on a tough job – not
just keeping The Straits Times going for
the next generation, but ensuring that it
thrives. I am confident he will succeed,”
he said.
Mr Fernandez said he has been happy
at Shell, and his time there has given him
an insight into how a global multinational
corporation operates, builds a strong
brand and forges relationships with key

stakeholders.
“That experience will be invaluable for
the future,” he said.
He will lead The Straits Times at a
time when newspapers worldwide are facing declining readership, and young people are turning to the Internet and digital
devices for news.
Singaporeans are also increasingly
well-educated, well-read and well-travelled, he said.
“They have many options to choose
from for their news and views, and many
more ways of getting these, when and
wherever they want. How to cater to the
changing needs of this increasingly sophisticated audience will be one of The

$500k for bilingualism fund, thanks to book orders
BY CAI HAOXIANG
MORE than $500,000 is set to be raised
for a new fund set up by former prime
minister Lee Kuan Yew to promote bilingualism among preschoolers.
The sum is from the orders of 52
signed copies of Mr Lee’s latest book,
which is being sold for at least $10,000
each.
The book, My Lifelong Challenge: Singapore’s Bilingual Journey, documents
his 50-year struggle to transform Singapore from a diverse people, speaking
many different languages and dialects, in-

to a nation where everyone speaks both
English and a mother tongue language.
It tackles controversial issues such as
the closure of Nanyang University and
the resistance of some communities and
groups, as well as the introduction of the
Speak Mandarin Campaign.
It is also the story of Mr Lee’s struggle
to learn Chinese, which began when he
was six years old and his Hakka maternal
grandmother enrolled him in a Chinese
class with fishermen’s children.
On hearing Mr Lee describe his experiences in learning the language at the book
launch on Monday, businesswoman Jen-

ny Bi, 48, decided to buy a signed copy
immediately.
“I empathised with Mr Lee’s experiences. It is not an easy task to get an individual to study two languages, what more implementing a bilingual policy for an entire
nation,” she told The Straits Times in
Mandarin.
The China-born Ms Bi said her
10-year-old daughter grew up in the United States and was not keen on Chinese because the English-speaking environment
was not conducive to the learning of the
language.
“But when she came to Singapore two

years ago, her Chinese improved. Here,
she has Chinese-speaking playmates and
attends daily Chinese lessons, and I can also teach her the language,” she said.
Another buyer of a $10,000 signed
copy was Mr Godwyn Lim, a 35-year-old
Singaporean who is chief executive officer of the Godwyn Group of Companies,
a multinational consultancy with offices
in China.
“I know how hard it is to learn Chinese, but I always remember that if Mr
Lee can learn Chinese, I can also do it for
my business.
“The bilingualism fund will allow fu-

Straits Times’ biggest challenges.”
To do so, it will have to work hard to
attract and keep good journalists, who
will be vital for this task.
“The Straits Times has the talent and
experience to meet this challenge, and I
will work with my colleagues to ensure
that it remains Singaporeans’ paper of
choice for a long time to come,” he
pledged.
Looking forward to reacquainting himself with the newsroom after his three
years away, he said: “I plan to return, get
a feel for the lie of the land and consult
with my colleagues. Once we have done
that, we will decide how to move ahead.”
limze@sph.com.sg

ture generations to gain a competitive
edge as they face the rising economies of
China and India,” he said.
Published by Straits Times Press and
Lianhe Zaobao, the book is available in
English and Chinese. It comes with a
DVD containing extracts from speeches
by Mr Lee in English, Mandarin, Hokkien
and Malay over the past 50 years.
Both editions of the book, sold at major bookstores, are priced at $39.90.
Mr Lee is signing 200 copies, each going for at least $10,000, to raise $2 million for the fund, on top of his personal
donation of $10 million.
Those who are interested in buying the signed
copies may call Straits Times Press at 6319-8347,
or e-mail stpressbooks@sph.com.sg
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