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BOARD TO MANAGE LKY
FUND FOR BILINGUALISM
A 16-MEMBER board, chaired
by Minister for Education Heng
Swee Keat, will administer the
Lee Kuan Yew Fund for Bilingualism.
It will spearhead initiatives to
support the teaching and
learning of English and Mother
Tongue Languages, especially
at the pre-school level. The fund
has received $113 million in
pledges – including matching
grants from the Government.

SPMF TO HELP PUPILS
BEYOND FUNDING SUPPORT
THE Straits Times School
Pocket Money Fund (SPMF) has
launched its 2012 signature
programme to give children
from low-income families a
leg-up beyond funding support.
Called STep-Up, it will rope
in volunteer coaches to help
Primary 5 and 6 pupils who are
benefiting from SPMF to boost
their English-language abilities
and current-affairs knowledge.

NUMBER OF WORKPLACE
DEATHS ROSE LAST YEAR
THE number of workplace
deaths hit 61 last year, up from
55 in 2010, of which 26 involved
slips, trips and falls from heights,
said the latest Workplace
Safety and Health Statistics
Report 2011.
Overall work injuries last
year fell by 1.9 per cent, while
permanent-disablement cases
dropped by 11 per cent.

A4

MRT half-height doors completed
BY SAMANTHA BOH

T

HE installation of halfheight platform screen
doors on all 36 elevated
stations on the North-South
and East-West MRT lines has
been completed.
The Land Transport Authority (LTA) said in a statement
that the platform doors at the
final station, Kranji MRT station, began operation yesterday
morning.
The 1.6m-high platform
screen doors were completed
three months ahead of schedule.
In the LTA statement, Mr
Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Education
and Manpower, and an MP for
Sembawang GRC, said: “I am
pleased that the LTA has completed the installation of halfheight platform screen doors on
all elevated stations ahead of
time.
“This will help prevent track
intrusions and provide a
smoother journey for commuters.”
Introduced in 2008 as part
of the Land Transport Master

DONE: The doors at Kranji MRT station, the last of 36 elevated
stations, started operation yesterday. (PHOTO: JAMIE KOH)
Plan, the doors help to prevent
people from falling onto the
tracks.
Pasir Ris was the first station
fitted with the screen doors in
2009, during the pilot stage of
the initiative.
The LTA spent $126 million
to install 1,920 doors at the 36
elevated stations.
In April last year, Thai teenager Nitcharee Peneakchanasak
lost both her legs after falling
onto the MRT tracks at Ang Mo

Kio Station. Screen doors were
installed at the station eight
months later, in December.
An SMRT spokesman said
yesterday that the doors have
proven effective, as “no cases of
track intrusion have occurred at
the stations fitted with them”.
He added that there were 16
cases of track intrusions in
2010, but the number declined
to seven last year.
Several commuters said the
doors will help prevent mishaps.
Undergraduate Chan Hui

Long road
to recovery,
but wife’s
optimistic
BY DARYLL NANAYAKARA
TWO years ago, Mr Alan Lim
was in the prime of his life. He
spent his weekends playing basketball and cycling, and regularly arranged to meet up with his
friends.
But on June 18, 2010, his
world began to unravel.
The 36-year-old was doing
unpacking in the three-room Selegie Road flat he had just
moved into with his wife, Ms
Irene Tow, 31, when he came
down with high fever.
The couple had been married
for six years then.
The fever did not subside despite numerous visits to the doctor over a few days.
“One morning, I woke up at
about 6am and heard him vomiting in the toilet. His temperature was climbing rapidly and
he was sweating profusely. He
was also very unstable in his actions,” said Ms Tow, who works
as a circulation executive in a
publishing firm.
She called for an ambulance
immediately. But Mr Lim – who

ALL SMILES: Mr Alan Lim and wife Irene Tow. He was in a coma
in 2010, and has been recovering since. (PHOTO: ONG WEE JIN)
was senior manager of digital
sales at Sony Music Singapore
at the time – slipped into a coma within two weeks.
Speaking to my paper at his
parents’ four-room flat in Jurong East on Monday, Ms Tow
said: “When we took him to the
hospital, doctors there kept telling us not to overreact.”
He was admitted to Singapore General Hospital, but tests
failed to turn up anything conclusive. His family then arranged for him to be transferred
to Mount Elizabeth Hospital.
Within a week, doctors there

confirmed that he had meningitis, which is an inflammation of
the membrane surrounding the
brain. Subsequently, he developed an infection known as
Acute Disseminated Encephalomyelitis (ADEM).
The condition is an inflammation of the brain and spinal
cord, which damages the protective covering of the brain’s nerve
fibres.
Doctors my paper spoke to
said meningitis can be fatal if untreated, and that ADEM is a
rare condition.
Said Dr Jim Teo, a respirato-

Shian, 22, who commutes regularly to and from Lakeside and
Boon Lay MRT stations, said:
“The doors will protect people
who have the habit of not standing behind the yellow line.
“I used to see some people
standing so close to the edge
that the vibrations from an oncoming train could well have
caused them to fall onto the
tracks.”
Regular commuter Gary
Mok, 30, said the screen doors
are “good for the sake of safety,
especially when there are kids
around”.
“Kids may sometimes play
near the platform edge and they
could accidentally fall onto the
tracks,” said the senior sourcing
merchandiser.
samboh@sph.com.sg

HELPDESK
Elevated: 高架的 gāo jià de
Intrusions: 闯入 chuǎng rù
Mishaps: 不幸 bù xìng
Vibrations: 震动 zhèn dòng

ry physician at Mount Alvernia
and Gleneagles hospitals:
“ADEM may arise as a complication of meningitis or develop on
its own.
“When a person goes into a
coma and there is compression
of the brain tissue because of
meningitis, the patient could
die,” he added.
Ms Tow said: “Doctors told
us there would be a very slim
chance of recovery after he
slipped into a coma.”
Mr Lim remained in a coma
until he came to in August
2010. He spent the next four
months in hospital, where he focused on simple rehabilitative
exercises.
By the time he was discharged in December 2010, he
had racked up almost $240,000
in medical expenses, which were
paid for through his savings and
insurance.
But he still needed help with
simple tasks, such as walking
and feeding and cleaning himself, and was about “10 per cent
of his usual self”, said Ms Tow.
Now, more than two years after he fell ill, Mr Lim is still on
the road to recovery and lives
with his parents. He said with a
slight slur: “I want to work on
walking and on my speech.”
While he remains wheelchairbound and is unable to work,
Ms Tow is optimistic.
She said: “All I want is for
him to be the person he was, to
be as independent as he used to
be.”
darylldj@sph.com.sg

