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THE Lee Kuan Yew Fund for Bi-
lingualism – set up just over sev-
en months ago by Singapore’s
founding prime minister to pro-
mote bilingualism among the
young – currently stands at
$119 million, and counting.

This is well above its initial tar-
get of $100 million, and includes
a dollar-for-dollar matching
grant of up to $50 million by the
government.

The endowment fund has
since been set up as a company
limited by guarantee, with both
Charity and Institution of a Pub-
lic Character status.

Heading its five-member In-
vestment Advisory Committee is
Ng Kok Song, the group chief in-
vestment officer of the Govern-
ment of Singapore Investment
Corporation.

Mr Ng’s team has already
started work on investing a por-
tion of the fund, said fund treas-
urer Wong Kang Jet, the director
of finance and development at
the Education Ministry (MOE).

It was Mr Lee who kick-start-
ed the fund when he launched
his latest book, My Lifelong Chal-
lenge: Singapore’s Bilingual Jour-
ney last November. He made the
first pledge of $10 million from
his own pocket and a further
$2 million from the sale of 200
autographed copies of that book.

Donations have since poured
in from both organisations such
as the Singapore Tote Board and
Kwam Im Thong Hood Cho Tem-
ple and well-known business
leaders such as Li Ka-shing, Rob-

ert Ng, Robert Kuok and Ong
Beng Seng.

With the resources firmly in
place, the fund is now ready to
put some of that money to good
use. The public has been invited
to submit proposals on how to
better promote bilingualism
among children here.

For a start, the fund’s board
wants to focus on initiatives for
pre-schoolers, which would in-
clude children at nursery and kin-
dergarten levels.

The fund is encouraging
co-ownership of these projects,
and preferences will be given to
those that are co-funded.

“We want to place the utmost
emphasis on the quality of pro-
posals. What we hope to see are
impact and very positive out-
comes for our young learners,”
said the fund’s vice-chair Sim
Ann yesterday.

“We are not limiting ourselves
at this stage to pre-conditions on
how much to fund and propor-
tions. We want to look at the qual-
ity of proposals first,” said
Ms Sim, who is also the Senior
Parliamentary Secretary for Edu-
cation and Law.

Ms Sim, incidentally, also
heads the eight-member Bicultur-
al Taskforce, set up last year to
spearhead the government’s
drive to connect more closely
with the Chinese community
and promote Chinese language
and culture.

MOE’s director-general of edu-
cation Ho Peng, who chairs the
fund’s project evaluation commit-
tee, said that it was “quite likely”
that some proposals would get
started in 2013.
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SINGAPORE took a concrete step
in its plans to include a liberal
arts component in its increasing-
ly diverse higher education land-
scape yesterday.

The Yale-NUS College, the
country’s first residential liberal
arts college, held its groundbreak-
ing ceremony yesterday at the Na-
tional University of Singapore
(NUS) with Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong as guest-of-honour.

Mr Lee said that the college’s
“broad-based, multi-disciplinary
undergraduate curriculum devel-
ops critical thinking, apprecia-
tion for complexity, communica-

tions and leadership skills”,
along with an “immersive resi-
dential college system to pro-
mote personal and intellectual
growth”.

“It takes the best of US liberal
arts education from Yale, adds
NUS’ distinctive global and Asian
strengths and adapts it to our dif-
ferent social and cultural con-
texts to create an experience
more relevant to students from
Singapore and Asia,” he added.

Besides adding a distinctive
feature to the higher education
scene here, Mr Lee said that the
college “gives high-calibre Singa-
porean students another option
to pursue a degree at home, in-

stead of going overseas, and also
attracts top students from the re-
gion, and we hope after gradua-
tion some will strike roots here.
Even those who do not will form
a valuable network of friends of
Singapore in their home coun-
tries”.

Singapore stands to benefit
from an expanded and diversi-
fied university sector, which Mr
Lee said will be done by “not by
doing more of the same, but by
diversifying the tertiary land-
scape to meet students’ wider in-
terests and society’s changing
needs”.

“Publicly funded university en-
rolment increased from 5 per
cent in 1980 to 27 per cent today,
and will soon reach 30 per cent.
But still more aspire to a universi-
ty education,” he said.

Even though the concept of a

liberal-arts education is new in
Singapore and the region, Peri-
cles Lewis, president of the
Yale-NUS College, is confident
that this endeavour will
kick-start the growth of liberal
arts and science education in
Asia. “As the first liberal-arts col-
lege in Singapore offering a
proactive education through resi-
dential living and learning right
here in the heart of Asia, we are
breaking ground on multiple di-
mensions.”

The college is due to com-
mence classes in August next
year and will house three residen-
tial colleges with nine classrooms
and 39 faculty offices per residen-
tial college. The college has en-
rolled 130 students for its first co-
hort, and expects the total stu-
dent population at full capacity
to hit 1,000. As phase one of the

college’s campus is expected to
be completed by January 2015, it
will operate from the NUS’ Uni-
versity Town in the interim.

Professor Lewis said that the
college will focus on three fronts
for now, namely the hiring of
staff to develop a high-quality stu-
dent life and student affairs pro-
gramme, to fine-tune the curricu-
lum of the college to meet the
needs of each course being of-
fered, and to build a culture of lib-
eral arts in Singapore.

On the last point, Professor
Lewis said that employers in Sin-
gapore have shown support for
the introduction of liberal-arts ed-
ucation and are looking to part-
ner with the college in various
ways. For instance, companies,
such as Google, KPMG and Sing-
Tel have agreed to provide intern-
ships for Yale-NUS students.

A
ND so Singapore’s
latest “must-see” at-
t r a c t i o n , t h e
much-anticipated
Gardens By The

Bay, is finally open.
I had the chance to visit this

picturesque, billion-dollar down-
town park on Wednesday as the
closing dinner for delegates at-
tending the Singapore Interna-
tional Water Week conference
was held there, an event which I
had media accreditation for.

While admission to the Gar-
dens and several fringe activities
are free, the attraction’s two mag-
nificent cooled conservatories –
arguably the venue’s crown je-
wels – and an aerial walkway are
not.

For locals, entry into one
dome costs $12, or $20 for both.
(Foreigners pay a fixed rate of
$28 for both). The OCBC Skyway,
a circular-like bridge amid the Su-
pertrees, requires a $5 ticket. A
tram ride through the park will
set you back another $5 per per-
son.

The little wristband that
guests were given at the Water
Week dinner allowed free entry
to the two air-conditioned con-
servatories – the Flower Dome
and Cloud Forest.

As I toured these wonderful
glass structures – each housing
beautiful trees and flowers from
all around the world and, in the
case of the Cloud Forest dome, a
spectacular, 35m man-made
mountain and waterfall – I won-
dered if the ticket prices might
put off some Singaporeans, espe-
cially those with lower incomes.

Some may argue that $20 is a
negligible amount, but a trip for

a family of, say, two parents, two
grandparents and two children
would set them back $94 in total.
Throw in the tram ride and that
amount goes up to $120 .

No measly sum, no matter
which way you look at it, at a
time of soaring inflation and
mounting concerns over the ris-
ing cost of living here.

The Gardens’ chief executive,
Kiat W Tan, was quoted last week
as saying that revenue from tic-
ket sales alone would not be
enough to cover the park’s re-
placement costs. That is why his
team actively seeks out sponsors
to help with the maintenance
costs that will require some $50
million a year.

It’s interesting to note that
w h i l e t h e G a r d e n s i s a

not-for-profit company limited
by guarantee, it is recognised as
a charity and an Institution of
Public Character because of the
social and education benefits it
brings to visitors.

If that is so, then make the
two domes and the aerial walk-
way free for Singaporeans – at
least for the first six months or a
year – to give everyone a fair
chance to experience this natio-
nal icon in its entirety.

But if there’s really a need to
charge some sort of fee, why not
make it a token sum of $5 or so?
That would be well within most
people’s budgets. Again, this re-
duced fee could be in place just
for the first six months to a year.

And with National Day just
around the corner, wouldn’t it be
great to have a free Gardens By
The Bay open house where all
Singaporeans can enjoy the park
and everything it has to offer
without having to fish out their
wallets for once?
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VANTAGE POINT
Entry into the domes for a family of, say, two parents, two grandparents
and two children would set them back $94 in total
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